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NSA Professor Thomas Bruneau Talk on Future of Military Contractors
October 18, 2018
NSA Professor Thomas Bruneau has been featured in the Monterey Herald because of his talk on 19 October 2018 at the luncheon to the
World Affairs Council of Monterey. The focus of Dr. Bruneau’s talk is contracting security support in Iraq and Afghanistan. In the interview with the
Herald, Dr. Bruneau said, “As working for the U.S. Government, and especially the Defense Department, there are a whole series of constraints,
trainings and general oversight on what we, even as civilians, let alone uniformed military can and cannot do” —constraints that do not
necessarily apply to security contractors. However, according to Dr. Bruneau, downsizing in the military has left the Department of Defense
(DoD) with little choice but to turn to contractors. And it has. In fiscal year 2017, DoD spent “obligated more money on federal contracts than all
other government agencies combined,” a total of $320 billion (more than half its budget). Dr. Bruneau has previously published a book on the
topic, Patriots for Profit (Stanford University Press, 2011).
To read the Herald article, click here.
 
